OLD LOVE STORIES RETOLD

... He led them as he pleased and made them
pass, according to his fancy, from the droll to the
severe, from the burlesque to the solemn, from the
graceful to the passionate. We improvised costumes
in order to play successively several roles. As soon
as the artist saw them appear, he adapted his theme
and his accent in a marvellous manner to their
respective characters. This went on for three
evenings, and then the master, setting out for Paris,
left us thoroughly stirred up, enthusiastic, and
determined not to suffer the spark which had
electrified us to be lost."

Here is another glimpse given by the great
painter, Eugene Delacroix :

" The place is very pleasant, and the hosts do
their utmost to please me. When we are not
assembled to dine, breakfast, play at billiards, or
walk, we are in our rooms, reading, or resting on our
sofas. Now and then there come to you through
the window opening on the garden whiffs of the
music of Chopin, who is working in his room ; this
mingles with the song of the nightingales and the
odour of the roses. You see that so far I am not
much to be pitied, and, nevertheless, work must
come to give the grain of salt to all this. This life
is too easy, I must purchase it with a little racking
of my brains; and, like the huntsman who eats with
more appetite when he has got his skin torn by
bushes, one must strive a little after ideas in order
to feel the charm of doing nothing."
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